
NEBRASKA CHAPTER OF NAHRO
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
MARINA INN, SOUTH SIOUX CITY
SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

The regular meeting for the Nebraska Chapter of NAHRO met at the Marina Inn, South Sioux City on September 14, 2010.  The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Bentley.  Roll Call was taken by Rebecca Dutcher and the following members were present:  Diane Adams, Starla Anderson,  Nancy Bentley,  Joan Bertolini, Peggy Christoffersen, Rebecca Dutcher, Connie Foust, Mickey Gray, Rita Grigg, Pat Hosick, Jeanne Janssen, Sue Kleider, Chris Lamberty, Heather Looper, Sheila Miller, Julie Owens, Rick Ruzicka, Anita Theone, and Tracy Wieckhorst.

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Bentley at 7:00 p.m.  Nancy asked if there were any additions or corrections to the agenda.  Mickey Gray made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Sue Kleider, all in favor, motion carried.

Nancy Bentley asked the board to review the minutes of the June meeting.  Motion by Rick Ruzicka to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Sheila Miller, all in favor, motion carried.

Jeanne Janssen gave the Treasurer's report and gave out a written report.  Jeanne went through the written report with the board.  The balance of the checking account as of 05-31-2010 was $65,025.83, the balance as of 08-31-2010 was $101,247.89.   The Money Market account balance as of 05-21-2010 was $30,342.96, the balance as of 08-23-2010 was $30,350.77.  There were two certificates of deposits with balances of $50,000 and $27,795.38.  The second page showed the budget as compared to the actual revenues and expenses.  The third page showed the check register with an ongoing balance.  The fourth, fifth, and sixth pages showed the revenues and expenses split into categories.   Nancy Bentley asked about the check written to Lavonne Mathis and Jeanne answered that it was for putting the quilt together for the conference.  Rick Ruzicka asked if it would be helpful to have both C.D.'s at the same bank and Jeanne replied it really made no difference since she now lived in Grand Island.  Motion by Chris Lamberty to approve the Treasurer's Report, seconded by Rick Ruzicka, all in favor, motion carried.

The State Service Officer Report was given by Heather Looper.  Heather provided a written report.  Heather requested that she be allowed to purchase a new printer.  The current one is having problems printing and problems with software compatibility. There was discussion regarding the purchase of an ink jet printer vs. a laser printer.  Heather reported that the printer she thought was the best was $299 and was an ink jet as she did not print that much.  Motion by Anita Theone to authorize Heather to purchase the HP Office Jet, seconded by Mickey Gray, all in favor, motion carried.  Heather also stated that she would like to purchase a portable printer to take to conference.  Heather had checked prices and found that a portable printer was expensive because of the portability.  Mickey suggested that she purchase a small printer that would work to bring to conference.  Motion by Starla Anderson to authorize Heather to purchase a small printer to take to conferences and trainings up to $250, seconded by Sue Kleider, all in favor, motion carried.  Nancy Bentley reported that she had been working with Heather to update the SSO manual which had been sent out to the board for comments.  There will be some revisions which Heather will work on after conference.

Nancy Bentley gave the President's Report in written form.

Connie Foust reported on the 2010 conference.  There are 131 registered and a good vendor turnout with 22 or 23 attending.  Connie stated that she thought there were good speakers scheduled and thanked Starla and her crew who helped to put together the bags and made centerpieces.  Nancy Bentley gave them all thanks for their hard work and noted that the reception was very nice.

George Achola was not present so there was no report for the NCRC conference in Omaha.  Joan Bertolini stated that she had concerns regarding if the conference planning was getting done as their committee was not meeting and were not being asked to help with the planning.  Joan stated that she had called Stan Timm who assured her that it was being done.  Sheila Miller also voiced concerns regarding the NCRC conference.  Nancy Bentley stated that she had called Stan for a copy of the budget but had no response so far.  Sue Kleider also stated that she had scheduled Commissioners training during the conference but had no idea if it would be during the conference, before or after as she had no schedule of events and did not know the duration of the motel reservations.  It was discussed and decided that Nancy, Sheila, and Joan would meet with Stan on Wednesday and find out the progress on the conference and would report back to the board by the November meeting.

Sue Kleider reported that the 2011 Fall Conference would be held in North Platte.  She will have help from Tracy Wieckhorst and Anita Theone in planning the conference.  This will be a mini-conference with office staff and maintenance staff.  Chris Lamberty asked if there would be awards as in the regular conference and Sue answered yes other than the scholarship which would be at the NCRC conference.
Sue stated that Anita and Tracy would be co-chairing the Professional Development committee.

Chris Lamberty gave the Housing and Legislative report.  A written report was provided.  Chris provided a sheet on the Principles for Recapitalizing and Preserving the Public Housing Stock.  Chris stated that he and several other housing authorities were working with Senator Johann's office to try to get support for housing authorities.

Julie Owens gave the Commissioner's Report.  Julie provided a handout and asked for comments and suggestions.  Julie would like the Executive Directors to print and provide the information to their Board of Commissioners.  She will email it to Heather to email out to the membership to save money on printing and mailing the pamphlet.  Julie also voiced concerns regarding the cost for board members to attend board meetings across the state and wondered if we could do some of the meetings by phone conference.  Discussion was held.  Rick Ruzicka stated that he thought that at least two meetings were being held in a central location each year.  Nancy Bentley asked if any housing authority was having a financial hardship sending their board member to the meetings and if there was to contact her as NAHRO may be able to reimburse for expenses if there was a hardship.

Sheila Miller reported on Community Development, Sheila provided a written report.  Sheila stated that there were funds for some uses.

Tom Grimm was not present for a Maintenance Report.

Peggy Christoffersen reported on Member Services and provided a written report.  Peggy stated that Joan Bertolini spearheaded the Poster contest and there were 4 winners and one winner was present from Hall County and would receive her prize at the luncheon the following day.  The Nebraska winners posters will be sent on to the national competition and the results will be at the Legislative Conference in March.  

Peggy voiced concerns over the lack of entries in the poster contest and the nominations for awards.  Discussion was held.  It was generally decided that a lack of entries was due to time constraints and a lack of nominations or entries did not reflect on the committee's efforts to get the documents back.  It was also decided that some email reminders would be sent out. 

 Chris Lamberty stated that he and Rick Ruzicka had received some very good nominations for the Orville Stanton award and they had chosen a winner but also that it had been a hard choice.

The 2013 Site Selection letters went out to 34 hotel sites, and Sue Kleider hoped to have a selection by the November meeting.  She will be working with Tracy Wieckhorst and Anita Theone in that selection.

Nancy Bentley asked if there were any other reports to be considered.

Nancy Bentley read off the names of those participating in NCRC and pointed out that if anyone else was interested in participating at the regional level there was a committee volunteer form on the NAHRO web page.  One of the perks for participation is that the NCRC volunteer is able to audit National NAHRO trainings at no cost.

Nancy Bentley asked for a motion to approve all reports, motion was made by Sue Kleider and seconded by Jeanne Janssen, all in favor, motion carried.

Nancy Bentley reminded the board that the SSO manual will continue to be tweaked.

Discussion was held regarding who comprised the Nomination Committee.  It was decided that the officers were the nominators.

Nancy Bentley asked if we needed to form a committee to discuss the confusion over the NE NAHRO Memberships/Associate Memberships.  Discussion was held regarding the interpretation of the  by-law , if this was a change that needed to be made, and if this was a change that we could make without involving National NAHRO.  It was decided that Rick Ruzicka, Mickey Gray, Sue Kleider, and Nancy Bentley would form a committee to see what needed to be done to sort it all out.  

Nancy Bentley asked if there was any other business to be brought before the board, and there was none.  Nancy announced the tentative dates and locations for the year's board meetings would be November 12th in North Platte, February 11th in Grand Island, and June 10th in Cozad.

Motion by Starla Anderson to adjourn at 8:15 p.m., seconded by Peggy Christoffersen, all in favor, motion carried.
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