

NE NAHRO Board of Directors Meeting
02-11-2010

The Board of Directors for the Nebraska NAHRO met at the Ramada Inn, Kearney for their regular meeting on February 11, 2010.  Roll Call was taken by Rebecca Dutcher and the following members were present Diane Adams, Nancy Bentley, Peggy Christoffersen, Rebecca Dutcher, Connie Foust, Mickey Gray, Rita Grigg, Tom Grim, Joy Hill, Pat Hosick, Sue Kleider, Peggy Krause, Heather Looper, Julie Owens, Cindy Sahlfeld, Anita Theone, Tracy Wieckhorst, and Trisha Wood.  Rebecca Dutcher declared there was a quorum.
President Cindy Sahlfeld opened the meeting and asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion by Rita Grigg to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Sue Kleider, there was no discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

President Cindy Sahlfeld asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Nancy Bentley and seconded by Mickey Gray, there was no discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Cindy Sahlfeld in Jeanne Janssen’s absence.  A report was distributed to all in attendance.  Nancy Bentley asked about the Kahill’s entry on the check register, Cindy Sahlfeld replied that it was the name of the restaurant at the Marina Inn, the site of the last meeting.  Sue Kleider asked about the transfer of the $50,000 Certificate of Deposit.  Cindy Sahlfeld replied that the C.D.’s were all to be transferred to banks with higher interest rates and to Grand Island for the convenience of the Treasurer.  Motion by Sue Kleider to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by Julie Owens, there being no other discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

Heather Looper gave the State Service Officer Report.  Heather provided a written report and stated that the membership drive is in full swing. All are encouraged to get their membership into Heather.  Discussion was held regarding how to get Affiliate Agencies to renew their memberships.  It was decided that Heather would email another reminder and follow up with a letter, if those memberships still do not come in Heather will email the Board  by March 1 with the names of contacts so that members of the board can contact the Affiliate Agencies.  

Heather Looper passed around a couple of ideas for a logo/letterhead.  No one was overly impressed with the design and there were several suggestions for a skyline or little house incorporated with the word NAHRO.  Nancy Bentley stated that she would be able to work with Heather to come up with something that was more appropriate and bring back to the board at the June meeting.  Motion by Rita Grigg and seconded by Sue Kleider to approve the SSO report, there was no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

Sue Kleider asked that the Secretary add the word Minutes to the written Board Meeting Report.  Rebecca Dutcher agreed to do that.

Cindy Sahlfeld gave the President’s Report.  Cindy provided a written report and brought up that she received a call from Fran in Kansas City as a friendly reminder that it was very important for Public Housing Agencies to meet those deadlines set by HUD to report on ARRA funds.  Motion by Nancy Bentley to approve the President’s Report, seconded by Trisha Wood, there was no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
Nancy Bentley gave the 2009 NE NAHRO Final Conference Report.  Nancy provided a written report and stated that she did refund registration fees for Cortez, Colorado due to their inability to get transportation.  Cindy Sahlfeld asked if the scholarship income of $4085.01 was in addition to the Net Income of $24,575.38 and Nancy replied that she thought it was, and all agreed that the 2009 conference was very profitable.  Cindy stated that she would be checking with Jeanne Janssen.
Cindy Sahlfeld reported on the 2010 NE NAHRO Fall Conference.  Cindy provided a written report and asked that if anyone had any suggestions for session topic to contact her.  Cindy stated that new ED training would be Tuesday and Wednesday so that attendees would also be able to participate in some of the sessions as well as attend the new ED training.  

Cindy Sahlfeld reported on the 2011 NE NAHRO NCRC Conference Report in Rachelle Tuckers absence.
Cindy stated that NCRC conference will be held April 26-29 at the Omaha Hilton.  The committees have been set up with an OHA staffer and a member of the Board of Directors on each committee.  There will be no Maintenance Track or Commissioners Training at this conference.  Rachelle will have a full report at the June Board of Directors meeting.

Sue Kleider reported on the 2011 Fall Conference.  Ed Greenwood, Executive Director at North Platte will be the liaison for the conference.  The Election/Annual meeting will be held at lunch on Wednesday with the election results at the lunch on Thursday.  There will be entertainment on Wednesday night, no venders, but there will be new ED training.  Any suggestions for a two day training would be appreciated, let Sue Kleider know.  Some of the suggestions have been AMP Review, PHAS Scoring, Housing Manager, & Inventory/Procurement.  Sue wondered if we wanted a Maintenance Track since this was a scaled down Conference due to the NCRC Spring Conference?  Julie Owens thought maybe training on Pornography would be timely.

Julie Owens reported on the Commissioners.  She is planning on sending out a flyer in the next month for Commissioners Training.  Additionally around the end of April she will be sending out information sheets to the Commissioners on various topics such as acronyms.  Sue Kleider suggested that Julie contact HUD for a Commissioners mailing list.  Heather will also send out the information to the Membership so that the ED’s will know what the Commissioners have received.

Sue Kleider reported on Professional Development.  There has been a MICE training by Stan Quy which was very good, also available is Commissioners Training if anyone has a need.  Additionally the Legislative Conference in Washington DC will be held in March.  Discussion was held regarding UPCS and HQS training.  Sue stated that we have not had enough interest in UPCS training to bring in a trainer.  It was wondered if Iowa would be interested in attending training in Nebraska.  Heather Looper stated that she had sent the UPCS training offering to Iowa HA’s with no response.  Pat Hosick stated that Kansas offers HQS maybe they also offered UPCS, Cindy Sahlfeld also wondered about Colorado.

The Housing/Legislative Report was given by Cindy Sahlfeld in Chris Lamberty’s absence.  Chris provided a written report.  Cindy had a signup sheet for the Legislative Conference in Washington DC so that Chris would know who to expect for the Conference.

There was no report from Sheila Miller on Community Development.

Peggy Christoffersen reported on Member Services.   As Heather Looper had reported previously they were working on the NE NAHRO Directory.  There were 2 scholarship applications received.  An application from the 2008 winner; Terry Brown from Falls City and a new application from Alliance; Amy Minnick.  All information is complete on both applications and Peggy suggested that we offer both a scholarship.  Both are full time so both would receive the full $1000 scholarship ($500 per semester).  It was unknown if the Treasurer’s Report included the funds raised at the Scottsbluff Conference for the scholarships and we will have to get clarification from Jeanne Janssen.  Motion by Nancy Bentley to give both applicants a scholarship, seconded by Sue Kleider, Cindy Sahlfeld asked for discussion.  Trisha Wood asked if the recipients were to be invited to the Spring Workshop and if so does the nominating Housing Authority pay for the transportation?  Discussion was held regarding the financial burden a small HA would have and therefore may not nominate an applicant for a scholarship because of the cost.  It was discussed that we could encourage the HA to help with transportation costs and if it was not possible to provide a photo of the awardee(s) receiving the award.  It would be their option to come to the Spring Workshop and receive their award.  Sue Kleider stated that she thought most agencies would help with transportation costs if they could.  Cindy Sahlfeld asked for other discussion, there being none all were in favor, motion carried.

Scholarship Opportunities for PHA staff was reported on by Cindy Sahlfeld in Starla Anderson’s absence. 

Cindy will provide a survey document to Heather Looper who will in turn send it out to the membership.  The results will be brought back to the board at the June meeting for further discussion.

Tom Grim reported for Maintenance.  Tom provided a draft flyer on the Maintenance Conference to be held June 2nd and 3rd in York.  One topic they had talked about was the relationship between the ED and the maintenance staff.  Other topics will be Energy Audit, Light Products, Pest Control, First Aid, Drywall, Fire Safety, Air Conditioner topics, and additionally there will be a roundtable discussion on June 1st at 7 p.m. for anyone who comes in the night before.  Rooms will be held at the Holiday Inn for $80 per room.  The next year’s site will be hosted by Burwell but because there is no location large enough at Burwell they are looking for a host site.  Tom reported that NE NAHRO made about $3700 from the last Maintenance Conference.  The cost this year will be $150 and in a few weeks the registrations and agendas will go out to the membership.  Trisha Wood suggested that they have a fund raiser for the scholarship fund at the Maintenance Conference.  Sue Kleider stated that the Maintenance Conference was intended for a place for the Maintenance staff to have hands-on training and anything like a ED/Maintenance Relationship training could be at a fall conference rather than the Maintenance Conference.

Regarding the Legislative Conference Cindy Sahlfeld stated that if anyone had any concerns for items of discussion to let Chris Lamberty know ahead of the conference. 

Sue Kleider reported on the Update/Amend NE NAHRO Refund Policy.  She will provide a recommendation to the board via Heather Looper so that the board will have time to read through it, make suggestions, and will bring back to the board at the June meeting.   Suggestions can be given to Sue Kleider or Cindy Sahlfeld.

Cindy Sahlfeld brought up the date and location of the June Board Meeting.  Discussion was held regarding the location.  It was decided that Cindy would contact Rachelle Tucker regarding having the June meeting at the NCRC Conference location, Omaha Hilton and would try to arrange for the second Friday in June.  Diane Adams stated that if we were unable to meet at Omaha we would always be welcome at Lexington.

Cindy Sahlfeld asked for any Other Business.  Heather Looper passed around two cards that she had received from Clifton Jones and the family of Jackie Wiese.  Pat Hosick stated that Cindy Naber’s dad had passed away yesterday.  Diane Adams brought up that the Fair Housing Conference which is now titled the Civil Rights Conference is also during the Spring Workshop.  Nancy Bentley brought up the deadline for the ARRA money.  Motion by Nancy Bentley to adjourn the meeting at 2:43 p.m., seconded by Trisha Wood, all in favor, motion carried. 


