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Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting

Nebraska Chapter of NAHRO

Executive Board Meeting

September 15, 2009

President Rick Ruzicka called the meeting of the Nebraska Chapter of NAHRO to order at Scottsbluff/Gering Civic Center, Gering,  NE on September 15, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. 

ROLL CALL:

The Roll was called by Secretary Hill.  Members present included:  Diane Adams, Starla Anderson, Nancy Bentley, Joan Bertolini, Peggy Christoffersen, Rebecca Dutcher, Joy Hill, Pat Hosick, Jeanne Janssen, Sue Kleider,  Chris Lamberty, Rick Lehl, SSO Heather Looper, Sheila Miller, Cindy Naber, Julie Owen, Rick Ruzicka, Cindy Sahlfeld, Rachelle Tucker, Tricia Wood.

Excused Absences included:  None

Absences included:  Linda Ebel, Charlotte Erickson, Peggy Krause, Sally Wilson

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

President Ruzicka presented the Agenda for approval.  Sue Kleider moved that the Agenda be approved, Chris Lamberty seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote, motion carried, Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   June 12, 2009

Minutes of the June 12, 2009 were reviewed.  Sheila Miller moved to approve the minutes and Starla Anderson seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote.  Motion carried, minutes approved.

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT

Jeanne Janssen presented a written report to the board. Balance in checking is $68,028.59, Money Market $30,320.27, CDs $73,522.19.  Sources of revenue and expenses were reviewed.  Chris Lamberty moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Peggy Christoffersen seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote and the motion was carried.

STATE SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

A written report was given.  Heather stated that Cindy Naber will be doing government Ids at the Conference and questioned about the charge, discussion was held with agreement that $10 should be the charge for the Ids.  Jeanne Janssen moved to accept the SSO Report, Peggy Christoffersen seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote and the motion was carried.  

 PRESIDENT’S REPORT

A written report was submitted by President Ruzicka and was briefly reviewed.   President Ruzicka thanked Nancy Bentley for hosting the Conference this year.  He also thanked the Board for allowing him to serve as President and stated that he has enjoyed working with all the members.  Cindy Naber moved to approve the President’s Report, Starla Anderson seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote, motion approved.    

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. 2009 NE NAHRO Conference Report – Scottsbluff, NE  -  Nancy Bentley

Nancy stated that 25 vendors are registered for the Conference as are 149 registered attendees, nearing the 200 mark for total attendance.  She thanked everyone for their help with this Conference and is looking forward to hearing the speakers who are scheduled.  An International Dinner is scheduled for Wednesday evening.  Maintenance Workshops will be off site.  She asked for volunteers to sell the 50/50 tickets, and encouraged everyone to participate in the Silent Auction which will benefit the Scholarship Fund.

B. 2010 NE NAHRO Conference Report – South Sioux City, NE   -  Cindy Sahlfeld
Cindy gave a written report. She stated they have set up a booth and encouraged everyone to stop by.  They will have an event for the Scholarship Fund, information is in the packet.  In January the committee has a meeting scheduled and will be able to report more at the February meeting.  They are working hard to promote getting everyone to travel to the east corner of the state next year. 

C. 2011 NE NAHRO Conference Report – NCRC   -  Rachelle Tucker

Rachelle stated that the Conference will be held April 26-29, 2010.  She thanked members of her committee, Joan Bertolini, Sheila Miller, Cindy Sahlfeld, for their help.  She recommended the Conference be held at the Hilton Hotel with $127-137-147 rates.  Discussion was held regarding the other hotels and amenities they offered and prices.  Nancy Bentley moved that the Conference be held at the Hilton Hotel, Sue Kleider seconded the motion.   The President called for a vote, motion carried.
D. Commissioner  – Julie Owens

Julie stated that she is excited about the conference and the Commissioner Training and asked for approval to hold a Round Table after the training for the Commissioners to share and ask questions.  It was agreed that she could lead the Round Table for Commissioners.

E. Professional Development -  Sue Kleider 

Sue gave a written report and stated that 50 people have been through the Commissioner Training so far this year.  She reviewed the trainings held this past year.  She stated that Stan Quy who is active on the PD National Committee is willing to conduct a Workshop on Marketing Image and Community, possibly in January, at a reduced rate for NE NAHRO.  The Training Fees were included in her report.  

Sue stated that Tricia Wood has consented to be the new Site Selection Chair.  She will be conducting a survey to find the interests in training areas across the State.  

Cindy Sahlfeld reported on Site Selection for 2012.  She and her committee received 15 proposals, and have selected the Kearney Ramada site.  They have remodeled extensively and have added a large conference area.  September 11-13, 2012 is the date set for Kearney.  The President called for a vote of approval for the Site Selection and date, Chris Lamberty moved to approve, Jeanne Janssen seconded the motion.   The President called for a vote, motion carried.

F. Housing – Chris Lamberty  

A  written report was presented and a discussion was held on LB 403.  It is now a requirement to use E-Verify, there are trainings on line and all housing agencies must register.  This must also be a requirement in any contracts the agency has with contractors, beginning October 1, 2009.   Web Link is USCIS – E-Verify.  There is talk also of revisiting property taxes, NE NAHRO needs to be aware and ready for action if this is brought up with the legislature.  

G. Community Development  -  Nancy Bentley

A written report was presented.  Nancy stated that there were various trainings held and congratulated those agencies who are involved in Community Development within their communities.
H.   Member Services  -   Peggy Christoffersen

A written report was presented.  Peggy stated that they are working on scholarship applications and annual awards.  They will be working on the Directory and will be taking pictures at the Conference.  

I. Maintenance & Maintenance Conference Report -  Rick Lehl

Rick stated that a Maintenance Conference was held this year in Fremont and one will be held during this Conference.  Next year the Maintenance Conference will be held at York Housing Agency.  There are approximately 23 signed up for the Fall Conference, and there were 40 signed up for the Maintenance Conference.  Discussion was held on possible sessions for the next conference and Sue Kleider suggested Administrative Maintenance Training, other sessions included Inventory, REAC Inspections, and procurement.  Sue Kleider stated that she did not think vendors are necessary for the Maintenance Conference, that workers want hands-on training.  Grand Island will host the Maintenance Conference in 2011.  Sue Kleider will be working on the trainings at the 2010 Conference. 

OLD BUSINESS

A.
Scholarship Opportunities for PHA Staff – Starla Anderson
This item was requested to be tabled until the next meeting.  Chris Lamberty moved that the Agenda Item be tabled until the November meeting, Sue Kleider seconded the motion.  President Ruzicka called for a vote and the motion was carried.

B.
Scholarship Form, Changes – Peggy Christoffersen  

Peggy reviewed the changes made to the form and the requirements for Scholarship award.  Questions were reviewed and discussed.  Changes were made for those who may be reapplying, all applicants will be equal, and scholarship awards will be dependent on monies available.  SSO Looper stated that because of school breaks, timing for application submission can be a problem.  Sue Kleider moved to approve the changes made to the form, Sheila Miller seconded the motion.  The President called for a vote and the motion was carried. 

C.
Financial Audit – Rick Ruzicka and Cindy Naber
President Ruzicka stated that some of the payroll information was missing during the review, so they will be completing the review before the next meeting and will then bring the Audit before the Board at the November meeting.  

D. By-Laws Changes – Rick Ruzicka
President Ruzicka stated that the changes were included in the written handout.  Sheila Miller questioned if Mary Pike had approved the proposed changes.  Rick said he had not submitted them through her and wanted to get the vote to the agencies and then submit for approval.  Chris Lamberty moved to approve the changes, Nancy Bentley seconded the motion.  The President called for a vote, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

A. NAHRO 75th Anniversary – Sheila Miller
Sheila stated that she thought the gift NE NAHRO sent went over well as did all the gifts submitted by the various states.   

SSO Officer Training – Sheila Miller

Sheila stated that NAHRO National wants to do training for the SSO’s across the nation.  It was suggested that this occur once a year at the National Meeting.  They will conduct specific meetings for the State SSO’s and she suggested this would be a real value to the Board and the State Chapter for Heather.   SSO Looper stated that she would be interested in attending a training.  Sheila stated that she will talk with NAHRO Staff about the timing and when would be the most beneficial training time.

OTHER BUSINESS

Cindy Naber questioned where the money for the Silent Auction was going, discussion held.  The money will be going into the Scholarship Fund.

President Ruzicka stated that Jeanne Janssen will be working in Grand Island and questioned the possibility of moving the CD’s to another bank, possibly in Grand Island for better interest rates, and to ease handling them if change is needed.  Cindy Naber moved to approve moving the CD’s to a different bank to obtain a better interest rate, Starla Anderson seconded the motion.  The President called for a vote, motion carried.

The November meeting will be at South Sioux City.  President Ruzicka thanked the Board and the Committee members for their continued hard work.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Cindy Naber moved to adjourn the meeting, Chris Lamberty seconded the motion.  The President called for a vote, motion carried, meeting adjourned.

_________________________________                    ______________________________________
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