

NEBRASKA CHAPTER OF NAHRO

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

KEARNEY RAMADA INN, KEARNEY, NE

June 10, 2011

The regular meeting of the Nebraska Chapter of NAHRO met at the Kearney Ramada Inn on June 10, 2011.  President Nancy Bentley called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Roll Call was taken by Rebecca Dutcher and the following members were present: Diane Adams, Starla Anderson, Nancy Bentley, Joan Bertolini, Jean Bradley, Peggy Christoffersen, Rebecca Dutcher,  Rita Grigg, Tom Grim, Joy Hill, Pat Hosick,  Sue Kleider, Peggy Krause, Chris Lamberty, Rick Lehl, Julie Owens, Carolyn Pospisil, Anita Thoene, Tracy Wieckhorst, Renee Williams, and Elaine Wiseman. Rebecca Dutcher declared there was a quorum.

Rebecca Dutcher announced one correction to the February Minutes, Sheila Miller will not be the Co-Chairman for the 2012 Fall Conference to be held in Columbus.  Motion by Starla Anderson and seconded by Sue Kleider to accept the minutes as amended, all in favor, motion carried.

The SSO Report was given by Nancy Bentley, in Heather Looper’s absence.  Chris Lamberty asked if we approved Heather to attend the Conference in St. Louis  and Nancy replied that we have yet to vote on that and had planned to do it with Heather’s evaluation.  

Jeanne Janssen and Rick Ruzicka joined the meeting.

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Jeanne Janssen. The balance of the checking account on May 31st, 2011 was $127,310.19.  The Money Market balance as of January 21, 2011 was 30,733.48.  The Certificates of Deposit total $71,131.84.

The second page of the report outlines the Budget as compared to actual as of May 31st for the year ending August 31, 2011.  Chris Lamberty asked if there would be other expenses coming in by the end of the Fiscal Year and Jeanne answered that there would be 2011 Fall Conference expenses and income from registrations.  Also there would be the half of the profits paid to NCRC for their conference and a few bills that have not yet come in.  Carolyn Pospisil added that there would be a few Maintenance Conference bills to come in.  Motion by Sue Kleider and seconded by Joan Bertolini to accept the Treasurer’s Report, all in favor, motion carried.

Nancy Bentley gave the President’s Report in written form and urged all housing authorities to support Professional Development in their development of trainings offered in Nebraska.

Joan Bertolini reported on the NCRC Conference a written report was provided.  There are still some bills out and Johnson Control’s sponsor reimbursement for Tuesday’s reception.  Jeanne Janssen stated that the reimbursement was in the works.  The Net proceeds were $57,175.72 which will be split 50/50 with NCRC.  One of the bills yet to come in is the air fare.  Joan stated that she was sorry but forgot to provide the evaluations but for the most part thought the conference was well received.  One thing that she did forget to do was the vendor evaluation but had good responses from the vendors verbally and heard no negative comments.

The Professional Development Report was given by Anita Thoene and Tracy Wieckhorst, a written report was provided.  Anita stated that we needed 40 participants at the Fall Conference/Training in North Platte.  So far there are 9 registered and are hoping for around 70.  The Agenda is in the process of being developed and will send it out as soon as it is prepared.  Jeanne Janssen asked if there was 2 days for training and the 3rd day was for testing and Anita confirmed that it was.

Elaine Wiseman reported on the 2012 Fall Conference to be held at the Ramada Inn in Kearney, Sept 11-13. Elaine is looking for suggestions on timely and pertinent topics for the agenda.  Elaine asked if anyone had any problems with the accommodations and Jean Bradley commented that the signage needed improvement.  

There was no report for the 2013 Fall Conference. 

Julie Owens stated that she had no report for Commissioners.  Sue Kleider stated that Commissioner’s Training was still available to anyone who would like to host a session. There are now 3 trainers available, Pat Hosick, Deanna Wagner, and Sue Kleider, due to the death of Evelyn Lobode earlier this year.  Tracey Wieckhorst stated that she had a few agencies that had contacted her about providing training.  Sue stated that the minimum to provide a training session is 5 registrants.   Nancy Bentley stated that she would host a session if there was an interest in the panhandle.

Anita Thoene stated that she had a good response to the New Executive Director training and emphasized that the ED does not have to be new, maybe they just want a refresher.  Tracey Wieckhorst added that other staff in management could also benefit from the training.

Anita stated that they may also be providing Procurement Training in November and reminded everyone that Mike Gifford who does Procurement Training has a lot of forms on his website that anyone is welcome to use.

Anita Thoene stated that Julie Steadman had contacted her about training on the comprehensive contract tool for projecting 2012 funding at the HUD office.  It was discussed and there was interest in participating in a training session if it could be held very quickly.

Chris Lamberty reported on the Legislative.  Chris stated that no one has received final numbers on funding for Public Housing, Housing Choice Voucher or Capital Funds.  It appears there will be an offset in 2012 but it is unknown how they will figure it.  Discussion was held.  Chris wanted the board to know that National NAHRO is opposing the offset.  PHAS is also looking at Tenant Account Receivables that are uncollectible so housing authorities need to write off anything they have on the books before the end of their fiscal year.

There was no report on Community Development.

Peggy Krause reported on Member Services.  The Fall Conference Awards packets have been sent out, the deadline to submit your entries is July 31st.

Tom Grim gave the Maintenance Report.  A big thank you was given to Carolyn and Jim from Bellevue Housing for a great Maintenance Conference.  Tom stated that the presenters were excellent and that Scottsbluff is the site of the next conference. Carolyn stated that they did an evaluation as to what worked and what did not and it was suggested by Anita Thoene to send it to her so that she will put it in with the Maintenance Conference information for future conferences.

Nancy Bentley stated that a 15 minute break and a tour of the facilities would now be held.

The meeting resumed at 10:40 and Nancy Bentley called the meeting back to order.

Nancy gave a welcome to our newest members Rick Lehl, Renee Williams, and Carolyn Pospisil.

Nancy stated that our new by-laws of our Nebraska Chapter of NAHRO were close to approval. 

Chris Lamberty reported on LB388.  The bill was passed to take some of the HOME funds and use toward industrial economic development speculation.  It was approved for a less amount but was still significant.

The NAHRO Lobbyists are working toward changing the language for Real Estate taxes for Tax Credit properties so that counties across Nebraska will figure taxes the same.

Rick Ruzicka reported on the Salary Survey and passed out copies of the book that he and his staff compiled.  Rick stated that he did not charge for the hours he and his staff worked on the book but did charge for the cost to print and bind the books.  Anita Thoene asked if we could have them available at the Fall Conference for sale.  Sue Kleider made a motion to distribute copies to the Executive Directors for $25, seconded by Julie Owens.  Discussion was held, Sue amended her motion that the books could be sold to the contributing Executive Directors for $25 and $30 to non-contributing Executive Directors, seconded by Julie Owens.   Discussion was held as to the amount of time between updates and it was decided that they would be updated every 3-5 years.  Rebecca Dutcher stated that she did not want to wait until September that she wanted to take her copy home today, discussion was held.  It was decided that Heather Looper would bill all of the agencies for their books who were in attendance at today’s meeting except for Tom Grim and Rick Lehl, whose copies were returned to Rick, and Julie Owen’s copy should be billed to the Lexington Housing Agency.  All in favor, motion carried.

Nancy Bentley reported that she had participated in the President’s Conference Call regarding NAHRO’s strategic plan efforts and encouraging NPDS NAHRO’s Professional Development Series.
New Business
The sample ballot was presented to the board, Nancy Bentley pointed out that Jeanne Janssen’s term as Treasurer is expiring and that Connie Foust has agreed to serve as Treasurer.  Nancy gave thank you’s to all who agreed to serve another term.  Motion by Jeanne Janssen to approve the ballot, seconded by Anita Thoene, all in favor, motion carried.

Peggy Krause reported on Member Services.  The information for the new poster contest for “What Home Means to Me” will go out to the members from Heather.  It is due back by September 16th so the posters can be displayed at the Fall Conference/Training.

Jeanne Janssen reported on the 2011-2012 budget and provided a copy to the board.  Discussion was held regarding the various categories.  Motion by Pat Hosick to approve the budget as presented, seconded by Julie Owens, all in favor, motion carried.

Discussion was held on the SSO salary/evaluation.  Joan Bertolini made a motion to increase Heather Looper’s salary by 5% and due to extra work at NCRC to give her a $250 bonus, seconded by Starla Anderson, all in favor, motion carried.

Discussion was held regarding allowing Heather Looper to attending the Fall St. Louis, MO conference.  Chris Lamberty asked if she ever attended a conference before.  Sue Kleider thought that she had and Elaine Wiseman stated that was an NCRC conference.  Motion by Joan Bertolini to send Heather Looper to Fall Conference at St. Louis, MO  so that she can receive education and training by attending sessions, seconded by Chris Lamberty, all in favor, motion carried.  Jeanne Janssen asked about her expenses and discussion was held.  It was decided that Heather would turn in receipts for reimbursement.  All were in favor.

Discussion was held if we would like Heather to keep track of her hours and it was decided that we will not require it at this time.

The next meeting will be September 19th in North Platte 7:00 p.m.  This is the Monday night before the Fall Conference which starts on September 20th.

Joan Bertolini made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:55 and seconded by Rick Ruzicka.  All in favor, motion carried.
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